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MemberNews

ROPA's New Executive Board

Meet & Greet , Valley Bar

Todd Jelen


Alfred Sochacki has released a new CD entitled Cruis-
ing with J.C. This CD consists of all original instrumental 
songs. 

Rachael Nicole Gold is currently in the studio work-
ing on her new CD. Look for it to be released in the very 
near future.

Next General Meeting
Tuesday, September 12, 7:00pm

1202 East Oak Street
Music by Gary Church starts at 6:00pm

continued on page 6

Phoenix & Local 586 Style & Hospitality Impress 
AFM, ROPA and TMA Players’ Conferences

by M.G. Roberts

Phoenix and Local 586 were the faces 
of class, taste and hospitality when the 
Theater Musicians Association (TMA) 

and the Regional Orchestra Players’ Associa-
tion (ROPA) each convened here during the 
same week in early August. Post-meetings feed-
back was all good: people loved the vibrancy of 
our downtown; loved the convenience of land-
ing in an airport only ten minutes’ ride from 
their downtown hotels; loved the light rail, 

the Cronkite School of Journalism. 
Phoenix’s honored guests espe-

cially loved the events that hap-
pened after the labors of each 
day’s work. As is the case for each 
annual AFM players’ conference, 
they were also joined by the AFM’s 
international officers, staff mem-
bers, officers from participating 
AFM locals around the country, 
guest speakers and other notables. 

Thanks to the special efforts of 
Local 586 officers, our guests were 
comfortably wined and dined. 

They heard world-class musicianship. During 
their 3 days in Phoenix, their first joint even-
ing was spent getting to know each other at 
a meet-and-greet with complimentary wine, 
beer and snacks at the Valley Bar. On the 
second evening, many out-of-towners includ-
ing AFM Vice-President Bruce Fife, attended 
the First Tuesday Concert Series presented here 
at the Musicians Hall and sponsored by Young 
Sounds of Arizona.  The Rachael Gold Trio was 
on fire, igniting the audience with note-blazing 
jazz while at the same time two of the three 
were sight reading treacherously complicated 
parts. Complimentary beer, wine, soft drink 
and made-fresh popcorn was served and a 
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Membership Dues for 2017
Anually Semi-Anually Quarterly

Regular Member $150.00 $80.00 $42.50

Life Member $90.00 $50.00 $27.50
Local 586 accepts checks, credit cards,  
PayPal (to <musicians@promusicaz.org>)or cash.

Musicians Payroll, Inc.
»» W-2s

»» Worker’s Comp

»» AFM-Employers Pension Fund

»» Matching FICA & Medicare

»» Pay the Band Bookkeeping Option

For information call Doug Robinson at  602-254-8838 or email him:  
musicianspayroll@promusicaz.org

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL!
Howdy to all my Local 586 

sisters and brothers! I hope all 
is well and everyone survived 
the summer.

We had a very busy summer 
schedule down here at the old 
union hall. During the month 
of June, Young Sounds direc-
tor Andrew Gross initiated a 

new summer intensive for music students, 
with an emphasis on learning music theory 
and form. The program attracted many of 
our Young Sounds members and several new 
young musicians.

As we entered the month of July, President 
Donato and myself found ourselves busy prep-
ping the building for the new exterior paint 
job. Young Sounds of Arizona donated the 
funds to accomplish this project. In addition 
to the new paint we also have a new sign for 
The Musicians and Young Sounds, located on 
the south side of the building.

Later in July, Local 586 welcomed 2 AFM 
conferences. Theatre Musicians Association 
(TMA) held their annual conference July 31st 
thru August 1st, at The Crown Plaza Phoenix 
Hotel. Regional Orchestra Players’ Association 
(ROPA) held their annual conference July 
29th thru August 3rd, at The Westin Phoe-
nix Downtown Hotel. Both conferences were 

followed by an AFM Diversity Committee 
meeting. Attending both conferences were 
approximately 150 delegates;  AFM execu-
tives, including President Hair, Vice-President 
Fife, Secretary/Treasurer Blumenthal, along 
with International Executive Board members 
and Committee Chairs. Kudos to President 
Donato for spearheading and addressing the 
conferences in a truly Arizona fashion! It was 
an honor to be of service to our federation.

From July 23 thru July 27, I was invited 
by the AFM to attend an AFM Leadership 
Development Program at The University Of 
Wisconsin School for Workers.This was a 3 
day intensive provided by the AFM Education 
Committee. In attendance were 15 AFM local 
officers, AFM Vice-President Fife, AFM As-
sistant to the President Ken Shirk, and AFM 
Touring Director Michael Manley. Course 
material included labor history, contempo-
rary labor issues, and techniques for officer 
leadership skills. Debate and discussion were 
a major forum for the session; thus providing 
an opportunity for myself and fellow officers 
to share our accomplishments and challenges.

I think that is it for now! Hope your calen-
dars are filling up. Happy gigging!

In Solidarity,
  Doug Robinson

http://promusicaz.org
http://facebook.com/groups/90470877308
http://facebook.com/groups/90470877308
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

You are in violation of Article II, Sections 1-(E) and 8 of 
the Bylaws of Professional Musicians of Arizona by accepting, 
offering to accept, paying or offering less than the scale rate.

NEXT GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, September 12 - 7:00pm
6:00pm - Music by Gary Church, 
Classic Jazz
Musicians Hall - 1202 E. Oak St.
FREE FOOD & SOFT DRINKS for Lo-
cal 586 MEMBERS
Only $5.00 for members’ guests

Hey Everybody,
What a fun and active summer we have had 

here at Local 586!
It was an honor to host both the Regional Or-

chestra Players Association (ROPA) Conference 
and the Theatre Musicians Association (TMA) 
Conference. Without getting too long winded, 
lets just say that Local 586 did an excellent job in 
hosting both of these events. Local 586 opened 
some eyes with our hospitality and our high level 
of professionalism in handling all the details that 
go into organizing a conference. 

There are a few people we would like to pub-
licly thank for their assistance in making things 
go off without a hitch. Thank you Katie Shields 
and members of the Arizona Opera Orchestra 
and The Phoenix Symphony for volunteering 
to help with the ROPA conference. Thank you 
Joseph Specter and your team at the Arizona 
Opera for letting us use your facility. 

The staff at Encore Creative were a great help 
in providing much needed tables and chairs. 
David Valdivia and Los Compadres, as always, 
provided a wonderful dinner buffet. The Valley 
Bar stepped up big time and provided us with 

a room, food and bev-
erages for a meet and 
greet event. I encourage 
you to support these 
folks and their busi-
nesses. They are true 
friends of Local 586.

When time permits, might I suggest that you 
come to Local 586 and check out our “new look”. 
John Radavich painted the building. He also 
designed the new sign that is now on the front of 
our Local. Members of the International Execu-
tive Board were impressed with both our building 
and new logo. Nice work John!

Stop by and be a part of all the things we are 
doing down here at Local 586.  If you think we are 
done “doing”, that is not the case.  The weather 
might be getting ready to cool down but we are 
just warming up!

I hope to see you at the September 12th 
meeting.

Stay cool, stay safe, and happy gigging
Jerry Donato

Professional Musicians of 
Arizona Radio Hour

Tune in every Wednesday at 9:00pm at 
http://radiophoenix.org. 

Call Carl Wiman at 602-254-8838  
for information about being  

featured on the show.
Visit http://promusicaz.org/radio586  

for past and future shows

Resources for Members
»» Friends of 586 offer discounts to any member in good standing. 

Go to http://promusicaz.org/friends_of_586 for details

»» Contracts, Wage Scales & Bylaws, member directories, and 
archives of The Pitch are available at our website: promusicaz.org

http://facebook.com/pbmusikaz
http://promusicaz.org/content/flying-musical-instruments-brochure
http://radiophoenix.org
http://promusicaz.org/radio586
http://promusicaz.org/friends_of_586
http://promusicaz.org
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CoCoMusicMusic
Brass & Woodwind Instrument Repair
Band & Orchestral Rentals

P.O. Box 1802
Gilbert, AZ 85299

Randy McBride
480-981-0914



Celebration of Robert “Bob” Johnston’s Life and Legacy 
September 9, 2017 at Iron Works Restaurant - 1:00 p.m. 17233 N. 45th Ave. -  

Come share good memories and food. 
Contributions can be made, in Bob’s name, to Rosie’s House: A Music Academy for Children.

Bob Johnston, long-time member of Local 
586, was an active musician, and much more 
He died suddenly, last July 9th, only a few 

days after he had brought a drum set to the Local as 
a contribution to the Young Sounds of Arizona. He 
never bragged about it but the 74-year-old drum-
mer/timpanist/percussionist had been a member of 
the American Federation of Musicians from the age 
of 14. Why and how he developed his dedication 
to the ideas of unionism at such a young age is a 
fascinating happening to consider.

Born in Madison, Wisconsin on January 27, 
1943, Bob graduated from UW Platteville with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Industrial Arts Education. 
There, playing together in Concert Band, he met 
Suzanne, his wife of 52 years. In 1970, they settled 
in the Phoenix area where Bob taught Industrial 
Arts and Math at the Alhambra Elementary School 
District. By the time Bob retired from Alhambra 
35 years later, he had also found time to add a 
Master’s Degree from ASU besides being a first-call 
drummer at night.

I recall meeting Bob for the first time in Janu-
ary, 1982, one Sunday evening at Camelback Inn. 
Bandleader Tommy Reed’s small group with Bob 
on drums, was covering the off night of The Happy 

Sounds, the trio I had recently joined. Besides 
being a fine musician, Bob immediately impressed 
me as being a fine gentleman. From then until the 
last time I saw him at the November, 2016 Arizona 
Classic Jazz Festivals, Bob always remained the 
same person I met in in ’82. 

As the AZ Republic’s notice of his death so ac-
curately said, “Bob was known for his smile, a great 
sense of humor, the ability to fix anything and his 
ability to talk with anyone.” But that’s not all. An 
expert repairman, Bob was also a very generous 
man when it came down to being dedicated to 
kids and music education. He regularly supported 
and helped Rosie’s House, just as he helped The 
Young Sounds with their percussion equipment 
and maintaining that equipment. A good man…
and he played with The Arizona Winds for over 
thirty-five years!

Bob Johnston’s interests were not limited only 
to music. He was a charter member of the Desert 
Division of the Train Collectors Association of 
America and he was active in his community in 
public service. We, like his beautiful Suzanne, 
their children, Peter and Amy, all their family  and 
friends are missing Bob Johnston already.

-M.G. Roberts

Reaching out to 
Young Musicians

Apparently we as a union have 
had a positive upswing in younger 
musicians joining Local 586. We 
need to reach out to these young 
players with encouragement and 
comaraderie. We also need to 
include these young people in our 
meetings, jam sessions, gigs and 
social activities.

I, President Jerry Donato, Sec-
retary/Treasurer Doug Robinson 
and Sergeant at Arms Carl Wiman 
have made a concerted effort to 
reach out to the young musicians 
in this town by going to their gigs, 
and engaging with them in their 
own environment.

Most of them know nothing 
about unions and this has been 
a perfect way for us, as a Union, 
to reach out to a large group to 
educate and recruit prospective 
members. 

We need to keep bringing in 
younger members so we can 
continue to survive

Thanks
Jon Rauhouse
Vice President, Local 586

http://centralmusicdirect.com
http://altissimorecordingstudio.com
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LOCAL 586 GETS A FACELIFT

Thanks to the creative talents of John 
Radavich the Younger, the son of our 
bass-playing former Young Sounds and 

current Board member, Jackie Rad, our Mu-
sicians Hall now 
has a new exter-
nal paint job in a 
graceful shade of 
grey. John also de-
signed and made 
a striking new 
sign, lit 24 hours 
a day and hang-
ing on the 1202 
East Oak Street 
wall, announcing 
the residence of 
Professional Mu-
sicians of Arizona. 

Completed just 
in time to impress 
attendees of the 
TMA-ROPA Conferences, it does much more 
than that, however. It acknowledges our build-
ing as not only the home of the 105-year-old 
AFM Local 586. It is also the home of the 
oldest program of its kind in the United States: 
the 45-year-old Young Sounds of Arizona pro-
gram of youth bands mentorship, created and 

sponsored by this Union.
We have reason to be proud. These accom-

plishments verify the amazing survival history 
of an AFM jurisdiction which has existed in 

our wrong-way “right-to-starve” state of Ari-
zona since 1912. Our history ain’t been easy, 
folks, but it has been do-able!

Stop by, say “hi” and see what your build-
ing looks like.

-M.G. Roberts

http://www.afm.org/join/new-members
http://drearlweisbrod.com
http://musicsceneaz.com
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Our Calendar

Phoenix, AZ 85006

www.agavemusicaz.com

Like Us on Facebook!

2317 N. 16th Street

  Fine Woodwind and
Brass Instrument Repair

chrismoller@agavemusicaz.com

(602) 997-2101

Proud to support Local 586

Buy, Sell, Trade or Repair

Brass• Clarinets• Double Reeds• Flutes• Saxophones 

Call me or stop by for
a free repair estimate 

or more information

• 18 Years Experience
• High Quality Repairs
• Buy, Sell, Trade and

Consign Quality
Used Instruments

• Lessons & Practice Space

Jeff Martin, Phoenix TMA Chapter Director

QQ Tuesday September 5
First Tuesday Concert
Desert Purple
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

QQ Tuesday September 12
General Meeting 
with music by Gary Church, 
Classic Jazz
Musicians’ Hall 1202 E Oak

QQ Tuesday October 3
First Tuesday Concert
Boneyard
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

QQ Tuesday November 7
First Tuesday Concert
Stan Sorenson
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

QQ Tuesday December 5
First Tuesday Concert
Armand Boatman
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

QQ Monday December 11
Young Sounds of Arizona
Phoenix Center for the Arts
1202 N. 3rd Stree, Phoenix

QQ 2018 First Tuesday 
Concerts

January 2nd - John Knowlton
February 6th - Mary Petriich
March 6th - Mob vs. Ballot Box
April 3rd - Rachael Nicole Gold
May 1st - Young Sounds

FIRST TUESDAY  
CONCERT SERIES 
Each and Every 

Month  
Produced & Sponsored by  
Young Sounds of Arizona

»» Performances by the best 
musicians in the Valley of 
the Sun

»» Admission-Free (voluntary 
donations are accepted, not 
required)

»» Bistro seating, 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. with complimentary 
refreshments 

»» At Local 586 Musicians’ Hall, 
1202 E. Oak, NE corner, in 
Phoenix.

»» Community outreach at its 
very best!

Conference attendees enjoyed 
our First Tuesday Concert 

featuring The Rachael Gold Trio

standing ovation ensued, both for the musicianship 
and for the congeniality.

The final evening, guests attended a seated dinner 
at the Arizona Opera’s new rehearsal space in its new 
building on Central Avenue. Dinner and refresh-
ments were provided by Los Compadres Mexican 
Restaurant, owned by our member, David Valdivia. 
Our member, Nicole Pesce, performed for a very ap-
preciative audience of musicians who knew they were 
listening to an extraordinary pianist and improviser. 
So happy with their treatment in Phoenix were the 
TMA and ROPA groups that they expressed the 
sincere desire to return. Actually, so did the AFM’s 
Diversity Committee which met for two days after 
the other groups had left. We hope they do!

Special thanks go out to the following: Katie 
Shields and the Arizona Opera Orchestra’s Players 
Committee who helped arrange the meeting por-
tions of the ROPA Conference; the Valley Bar; the 

Arizona Opera for use of their building’s rehearsal 
hall; Encore Creative, tables and chairs; David Val-
divia and family.

continued from page 1

http://agavemusicaz.com
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Member Changes
New & Reinstated 
Members

Church, Gary
25238 S. Rosebud Drive
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
H: 480-895-2765
C: 602-488-5517
W: 602-465-0623
glcjazz56@gmail.com
Cornet, Trombone, Piano, Guitar, 
Acoustic, Ukulele

Davis, Isabel
4040 N.62nd Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85033
H: 623-205-7174
C: 623-330-2472
isabelsings@cox.net
Vocalist

Fleming, Maurine
1901 E. Meadowbrook
Phoenix, AZ 85016
H: 480-577-1784
W: 602-955-8200 Ext.2231
maurinefleming@rocketmail.com
Cello

Laffey, Emerson
3644 N. 15th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85014
C: 480-217-9851
emersonlaffey@juno.com
Drums/Drum Set, Percussion

MacArthur, Bruce
309 W. Monte Vista Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85003
C: 602-330-9263
mightyferriswheel@gmail.com
Guitar, Acoustic, Guitar, Electric, 
Vocalist

Marshall, Shea
2933 W. Echo Ln.
Phoenix, AZ 85051
H: 724-413-9339
shea@mrsheamarshall.com
Keyboards, Saxophone, Organ, 
Clarinet,Bass

Mireau, Sean
610 E. Bell Rd. #2-400
Phoenix, AZ 85022
C: 602-616-5386
seanmireau@gmail.com
Steel Drums, Drums,Drum Set, 
Latin Percussion

Roberts, Janice
44 W. Monroe St. Apt. 2201
Phoenix, AZ 85003
H: 480-452-8011
janicemroberts@gmail.com
Piano

In Memoriam

Johnston, Robert L
4201 West Wescott Dr. 
Glendale, AZ 85308
Drums,Drum Set, Percussion

Member Information 
Changes

We urge you to call the Local 
at 602-254-8838 or ask questions 
at musicians@promusicaz.org, or 
check in at http://promusicaz.org 
for information.

We thank you so much for keep-
ing those Member Information 
Sheets updated, so we know who 
you are and what you are doing 
musically.

We are here for you.

SOME DOs

Remember to call Local 586 at 602.254.8838 if you want to reserve the Rehearsal Room. 

In times of need, MusiCares provides a safety net of critical assistance for music people.   
Check out http://www.grammy.org/musicares to learn more.

Keep your address, email address and telephone number(s) current with your Local
Remember to send us your letter resigning in good standing, including your forwarding information when you 
move out of the Local 586 jurisdiction. 

Come to the Musicians Hall for our four-times-a-year General Meetings to win a paying gig
You’ll be entered our quarterly drawing to see who the next meeting’s bandleader is.

Autumn: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 – 7:00pm
Winter:   Tuesday, January 9, 2018 – 7:00pm
Spring:    Tuesday, March 13, 2018 – 7:00pm
Summer: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 – 7:00pm

Support FAIR PAY contractors who pay fair wages and file contracts protecting you on the gig:
Kurt Finchum, Hugh Lovelady, Tony Masiello, Caesar Rob, Katie Shields, Howard Van Orden. 
Contact Local 586 to be placed on this list if you qualify as a FAIR PAY contractor.

SOME DON’Ts

DON’T Donate your services for benefits if others are getting paid for their services. 
DON’T accept, offer to accept or offer others work that pays below-scale wages. 
DON’T forget to file your contracts. 
DON’T be a stranger at 586! Stop by, have a cup of coffee, visit a while, so we can recall who you are and what 
you do as a musician and a member.S
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http://www.grammy.org/musicares


Professional Musicians of Arizona
AFM, Local 586
1202 E. Oak Street
Phoenix, AZ 85006

Serving Arizona’s Musical Community Since 1912

Next General Meeting
Tuesday, September 12, 7:00pm

1202 East Oak Street
Music by Gary Church starts at 6:00pm

Young Sounds of Arizona Combo has re-
leased a new CD. The CD, entitled ONE 
BY ONE, features Tom Dugan – Tenor 
Saxophone, Brandon Hermreck – Alto Saxo-
phone, Jonathan Salcedo – Trombone, Michael 
Kang – Piano, Eric Nakamoto – Bass and 
Peter Kim – Drums. The combo director is 
Andrew Gross.

Visit www.youngsounds.org.
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Member Information Sheet  
  
Member Name: 
Last, First, M.I.   
(Professional Name) 

 

DBA/ AKA: 
type names separated by comma 
(maiden/married name, other 
known names) 

 

Home Phone:  Cell Phone:  
Work Phone:   
Email:  Website   
  
Mailing Address:  
City:  State:  Zip: 
 
Billing Address:  
City: State: Zip: 
   
Primary Instrument:    
Additional Instruments:   
Accepting Private Students?   

 
Internal Use Only: 

Member Number   
Date received:    
Completed by:    
Entered into database date:  Scanned to file date:   

 


